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Executive Manager’s Report

November 2006, National Széchényi Library, Budapest

1. File loads in 2005-2006

At the time of the Full Members’ meeting in 2004, twenty-one files were combined in the HPB Database with a total of c. 1.6 million records (details may be found in Appendix I – files loaded onto the HPB). Due to RLG server migration no new files were added in 2005.

Files which had been dispatched in 2005 were loaded this year: three new files with records from the National Libraries of Hungary and Lithuania and the Royal Library in Copenhagen were added, as well as updates to the records of the National Libraries of Wales and Russia, the Biblioteca nacional de España and the STCN of the Koninklijke Bibliotheek The Hague.

2006



No. of records
Cumulative total
ESTC

No. of records

23
NL Hungary
11,308



24
NL Lithuania
2,037



25
KB Copenhagen
74,965




Updates: NLR
588




NL Wales
5,466




BNE
78,768




KB The Hague - STCN
New: 29,387




Total
202,519
c.1,830,000
468,647

Total HPB and ESTC combined: c. 1.87 million

2. Future file loads

In 2006-2007 CERL will be preparing the following files for loading:

2006



No of records
Format
Notes

i. 
UL Szeged
c. 6,000
MARC21


ii. 
KB Stockholm, legal materials
13,356
MARC21


iii. 
UL Helsinki – Fennica
19,411
MARC21


iv. 
NL Scotland
c. 25,000
MARC21


v. 
VD16
c. 99,000
UNIMARC



Subtotal
c. 162,760



Updates


Gemeinsamer Bibliothekverbund (incl. records from SBB Berlin)
1.3 million
UNIMARC



Yale University Library
?
MARC21



Wellcome Library
?
MARC21



BNE
?
MARC21



Oxford EPB
?
MARC21
This should bring the HPB to just over 3.3 million records by November 2007.


NLR
?
UNIMARC



STCN
?
UNIMARC



Subtotal
c. 1.4 million




Total
c. 1.55 million



The Data Conversion Group and Tony Curwen continue to offer CERL file providers with detailed analysis reports. On the basis of these reports file providers improve their records which, in turn, greatly enhances the overall quality of the HPB Database. CERL would therefore like to thank Tony Curwen and the Data Conversion Group very warmly for their work in this respect.

3. CERL Thesaurus file

The number of records on the CERL Thesaurus increases steadily, and has now reached a total of c. 838,000 records (compared to 617, 529 in March 2005). For further details on the excellent progress that was made this year, please refer to FM/2006/9 (page 6) and Mr Alex Jahnke’s presentation at the AGM of 11 November 2006.
4. CERL Portal

Details are set out in FM/2006/5: CERL Portal – Report

5. Digital Resources

Details are set out in FM/2006/10: Digital Resources

6. Member Services

Details are set out in FM/2006/9: Member Services – Progress Report

7. Executive Committee and ATG

The Executive Committee met three times this year: 11 March in London, 10 June in Lyon, and 9 November in Budapest. In each meeting it considered CERL budgets, received reports on the CERL Portal and HPB Hosting contract negotiations, as well as reports from the Secretary, the Executive Manager and the Chair of the ATG. In addition the Executive Committee discussed Membership Promotion and Membership Structure as well as the Development of Member Services, CERL Promotion, Digital Resources. It set up a Search Committee for a new Chairman and discussed progress on the new CERL website. These topics also feature on the AGM agenda. 

For a progress report on the work of the Advisory Task Group see FM/2006/15.

8. Data Conversion Group, Göttingen

This year, DCG analysed records from the Regione Toscana, the Russian State Library, the Biblioteca nazionale in Naples (Brancacciana), the Koninklijke Bibliotheek in The Hague (STCN and Pre-Brinkman), Complutense University (Biblioteca Histórica), VD16 records and records resulting from the Bosch project (recording Polish microfilm of German materials). Additionally, much DCG effort went into the further development of the CERL Thesaurus file, including the implementation of a new search interface, the annotations facility, linking to printers’ devices and linking to provenance information. Alex Jahnke and students from the Fachbereich Informations- und Kommunikationswesen, of the University of Applied Sciences and Arts, Hannover undertook to develop a new CERL website. CERL would like to thank him and his colleagues Jana Hentschke, Micheal Rzehak, Jürgen Braun, and Werner Schwartz of the Data Conversion Group for all their hard work.

9. Research Libraries Group, Mountain View, CA

During 2005-2006 Mr Wes Taoka was RLG’s liaison person with CERL, and he attended the CERL meetings in London, Lyon and Budapest. Dana Jemison worked on the records of the National Library of Hungary and the Royal Library in Copenhagen. Joe Altimus very efficiently dealt with all other CERL file loads. CERL would like to thank all RLG colleagues very much for the enjoyable working relationships and for doing everything in their power to ensure a smooth transition to OCLC. An additional RLG progress report is a separate item on the AGM agenda (see FM/2006/16).

10. Promotion of CERL and the HPB

10.1. Seminars

Details are set out in the Secretary’s report.

10.2. CERL Newsletter

In December 2005 and June 2006 CERL members received issues 11 and 12 of the CERL Newsletter with information on HPB file updates and the CERL Thesaurus, a report on the 2005 AGM, the CERL Portal, new CERL members, and other organisational news. 

Apart from short notices about exhibitions, relevant websites and publications that might be of interest to CERL members, the Newsletters contained longer items on the Cellulose Acetate Microfilm Database (CAMD) – a new service hosted by EROMM, the Marche Tipografiche Editoriali (MAR.T.E) of the Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale in Rome and the launch of the Centre for the Study of the Book in Oxford. 

Contributions are invited from members for the 13th issue of the CERL Newsletter (to be published in December 2006): please contact the CERL Executive Manager before 8 December 2006.

11. Use of the Databases

11.1. By CERL Members
The number of searches registered on the HPB is up compared to last year; use of the ESTC and BIB files has decreased. The increase in HPB searching can be attributed to the fact that more libraries were using the HPB compared to last year.

97-98
98-99
99-00
00-01
01-02
02-03
03-04
04-05 

05-06

HPB
3,141
8,019
20,187
22,579
33,215
48,558
58,304
41,146/

54,862
56,113

ESTC
5,606
13,461
22,651
29,523
28,143
40,719
46,120
39,071 /

52,095
35,031

BIB
2,697
5,100
18,619
10,775
27,237
23,635
17,045
14,391 /

19,187
13,040

Other
597
307
475
152
222
340
210
62 /

83
16

Pass/Put
1,489
1,589
997
1,099
350
579
168
Not longer offered
Not longer offered

This year 55 CERL Members (excluding Cluster libraries) used the various databases CERL offers – this is up from 53 CERL database users last year. The HPB was used by 52 institutions; the ESTC by 31 institutions; RLG’s Union Catalogue by 26 and the other files by 2 CERL members. The average number of HPB searches per member (excluding cluster libraries) has continued to rise: 

HPB
No of members

using the HPB
No of searches
Average

2000-2001
37
22,579
610.02

2001-2002
51
29,873
585.75

2002-2003
56
39,392
703.43

2003-2004
54
45,101
835.20

2004-2005
50
Extrapolated: 42,107
842.14

2005-2006
52
46,384
892.00

As in previous years, we see that a smaller number of libraries are responsible for most of the ESTC and BIB searches (to the extreme more than half of all searches recorded for the ESTC can be ascribed to one single library), whereas HPB use is more evenly spread over the membership. 

Number of institutions executing over 200 searches


2005-2006
2004-2005
2003-2004
2002-2003

HPB
26/52
29/50
31/54
27/53

ESTC
9/31
14/35
17/41
13/38

BIB
6/26
7/26
8/29
8/32

CERL has made no charges for the use of these files, except for the use of the so-called BIB files. Members were given 200 free searches and after that were charged $0.86 per search for the use of RLG’s Union Catalogue: Bibliographic Files and Authority Files. The table above shows that 26 CERL members benefit from the 200 free searches and that 6 CERL members bought additional BIB searches.

11.2. By Cluster Libraries

CERL has twelve groups of ‘cluster’ libraries that have access to the HPB and the ESTC files. The total number of searches on HPB was 9,729; seven Cluster groups searched the ESTC file (a total of 45 searches).

No. of HPB searches


2005-2006
2004-2005
2003-2004
2002-2003

1. BNE Madrid Cluster
2,925
2,577
3,583
1,972

2. BN Portugal Cluster
2,427
1,871
1,620
4,244

3. ICCU Cluster
1,347
2,482
6,076
3,298

4. KB Stockholm
1,296
454
208


5. Soprintendenza Cluster
919
874
1,056
929

6. SUB Göttingen Cluster
499
389
260
182

7. NLR St Petersburg Cluster
163
355
166
287

8. BSB München Cluster
81
34
89
163

9. NUL Zagreb Cluster
66
452
1
62

10. CAB Padua Cluster
6
0
91
16

11. NLS Edinburgh Cluster
0
55
14
2

12. Regione Toscana Cluster
0
23
39
121

Total

9,566




9,729
Extrapolated: 12,755
13,203
11,276

11.3. By RLG Members

From September 1998 RLG has made the HPB Database available to its members. Details on the institutions using the HPB through RLG may be found in the RLG report (see FM/2006/16).

Marian Lefferts, Executive Manager

3 November 2006

Appendix I – files loaded onto the HPB



Number of records
Cumulative total
ESTC

1997

1
BSB Munchen
526,920



2
KB Stockholm – SB17
48,946



3
NUL Zagreb
2,346



4
ICCU – SBN(A)
45,307



5
BnF Paris
27,935



6
NL Scotland
14,287




Total
665,741
665,741


1998

7
NUL Ljubljana
18,837



8
KB The Hague – STCN
56,921



9
BL - K17
24,725




Total
100,483
766,224


1999

10
BL – ISTC
28,892



11
BNE
11,054




Update: ICCU/SBN(A)
15,472




Total
55,947
822,171


2000

12
Oxford – EPB project
44,555



13
KB Stockholm – SB16
6,021




Total
50,576
872,747
    461,562

2001

14
NLR
8,321



15
ULL
38,613



16
CLC
25,718




Updates: ICCU/SBN(A)
79,571




KB The Hague – STCN
44,913




Total
197,136
1,069,883
464,087

2002

17
Warsaw UL
1,866



18
SUB Göttingen
157,317



19
Wellcome Institute
51,640




Updates: NLR
1548




BNE
3503




Total
215,874
1,285,757
466,414

2003

20
VD16 Supplement (BSB)
26,975



21
UL Yale
270,744




Updates: Oxford Libraries
31,480




Univ. of London Libs
6,596




Total
335,795
1,621,552
468,361

2004

22
NL Wales
8,125




Updates: NLR
10,610




UL Warsaw
1,072




NL Croatia
5,864




Total
c. 38,700
1,647,031
468,450

2006

23
NL Hungary
11,308



24
NL Lithuania
2,037



25
KB Copenhagen
74,965




Updates: NLR
588




NL Wales
5,466




BNE
78,768




KB The Hague - STCN
New: 29,387




Total
202,519
c.1,830,000
468,647

Total HPB and ESTC combined: c. 1.87 million










� Due to RLG’s server migration in the second quarter of 2005, use statistics for 2004/05 are incomplete. The first figure shows the statistics for nine months; the second figure shows the total extrapolated to 12 months.
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