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CERL Portal

Progress Report

November 2006, National Széchényi Library, Budapest

Background

In the course of 2005, as agreed at the 2004 AGM, the federated search facility developed by Crossnet Systems underwent further enhancements. At the same time, a new pilot was developed by the Electronic Publishing Centre (EPC), which is based in Uppsala University Library. At the Annual General Meeting in 2005, Drs Liesbeth Oskamp presented the results of the two pilots. The members were unanimously agreed that:

1. The service development should continue with Uppsala University Library’s Electronic Publishing Centre (EPC).

2. The search facility should concentrate on manuscripts, and an ‘overarching portal’ for cross-searching a range of databases (HPB, ESTC, MSS and others) should be investigated with Uppsala EPC.

3. A Project Manager should be appointed for 12 hours a week to develop the operational service.

Drs Liesbeth Oskamp’s appointment as Project Manager ended on 30 November 2005. The AGM allocated funds for extending the appointment with a further two years. She was re-appointed on 1 January 2006 for a period of two years, for 12 hours per week. Funds were also allocated for further enhancements to the portal.

Progress in 2006 
Access

With the advice of the Finance Committee, it was decided by the Executive Committee at its June 2006 meeting that the Manuscripts Portal should be freely available while the contents of the portal are being built up, and that the situation should be reviewed in two years’ time. A number of factors were taken into consideration: the portal extends beyond CERL membership as it includes files that are maintained by non-CERL members; it was felt that the portal should first prove its worth to users and contain more files before any discussion about paid-for access is appropriate; when the decision about access has to be made, an important consideration will be that the service is funded by CERL members, suggesting that access should be limited in the same way as it is for the HPB Database; but, however, another issue will be that some file owners might possibly wish to withdraw their files if the portal is no longer freely accessible. A careful assessment of these factors will be made in two years’ time, and a proposed policy will be presented to the members for discussion and decision, at that time.

From CERL Manuscripts Portal to CERL Portal

The EPC portal as presented at the 2005 AGM (further referred to as the CERL Manuscripts Portal – CMP) gives access only to data harvested through the Open Archives Initiative protocol. All metadata that is searched and displayed to the user is harvested and stored locally on an EPC server. The search in the CMP is performed in the local index, and the record displayed is retrieved from that index. Only when the user wants to see the entire original record or digital images that may be available, is he/she taken outside of the CERL environment and directed to the database of origin.

One of CERL’s important aims for the Manuscripts Project has always been to offer simultaneous searching of both the manuscripts and the HPB Database. Within the CMP this was not possible, as the HPB Database cannot be harvested through the OAI protocol. 

Therefore, in the past year, EPC has added another feature to the portal: implementation of the Z39.50 protocol, which allows remote searching. This not only made it possible to search the HPB simultaneously with manuscripts, but also presented the opportunity to include remote manuscripts databases in the portal, databases that cannot be harvested. However, it must be stressed that for manuscripts databases, harvesting by OAI protocol remains the preferred method of obtaining data. Searching a locally stored index is much faster and more reliable than a remote search, and gives more possibilities for presenting the data in a uniform way.

With the creation of this hybrid portal, it was decided to stop development of the CMP and continue with a portal that is primarily, but not exclusively, focused on manuscripts. This portal has been named the CERL Portal. 

Adding new databases
Apart from the databases that were already available in the CMP, the new CERL Portal now contains a number of additional files. The portal presently comprises ten separate files from nine institutions, i.e. CERL and eight others. Six are harvested through the OAI-PMH protocol and stored locally in an integrated index; three (among which the Hand Press Book Database) are accessed on the fly by Z39.50 and are therefore not harvested and indexed locally. Of the six harvested databases, the Manuscriptorium database has been divided into two separate files, one with manuscripts only, the other with printed material, thus making up the total of ten databases. More information on the content of the files has been attached as an appendix to this report. The databases comprise:

Manuscript files, integrated index, locally stored

1. AU National Library of Australia

2. CZ Manuscriptorium/manuscripts

3. PG National Library of Portugal

4. SE Ediffah, the Swedish common catalogue of personal archives

5. SE Uppsala UL, Waller collection

6. US Columbia University. Digital Scriptorium records

Manuscript files, search by remote access:
7. DK Royal Library of Denmark

8. UK National Library of Scotland

Printed material files, locally stored:
9. CZ Manuscriptorium – prints

Printed material files, search by remote access:

10. CERL HPB

Apart from the files that have already been incorporated, agreement has been reached with Yale University Library and the National Library of The Netherlands to include their files as soon as possible. The Swiss National Library has shown interest, but no practicalities have as yet been discussed. Possible interest of several file owners in other countries is being assessed. In 2007 the search for more databases to be included will continue.

The CERL portal may be viewed at http://cerl.epc.ub.uu.se/sportal/
Multilingual interface
A multilingual interface that is relatively easy to extend to more languages, is considered to be an important feature of the CERL Portal, stressing its international scope. The multilingual interface has not yet been implemented in the CERL Portal, but the concept can be seen in the original Manuscripts Portal (http://cerl.epc.ub.uu.se/portal/). For now it is available in English, Swedish, French and Dutch, and it will be implemented in the CERL Portal in 2007. More languages will be added.

Help screens
The help screens too are not yet available in the new CERL Portal but have been implemented in the Manuscripts Portal where they can be accessed. Help is provided on three levels: pop-up boxes with very short explanatory remarks about search options; in some cases further information, to be reached by clicking on a pop-up box or on the clickable field names in the search screen; and finally, general help on formulating a query (syntax, truncation, Boolean operators, etc.). The help texts are available in the same languages as the interface, although the general help on formulating a query is in English only.
The help pages also contain a table which gives an overview of the search options for each database as not all databases support all search options. 

CERL Thesaurus
Assisted searching with the CERL Thesaurus has been implemented in the CERL Portal. This option can be used when searching for personal and place names. When the option is enabled, the search term is first sent to the CT and the query is expanded with all the variant names available in the Thesaurus. The expanded query is then sent to the index and returns records with all variant names. Assisted searching works very well in the local integrated index. However, at this time assisted searching in the remote databases is still problematic and often causes time out errors. A solution for this problem is part of the aims for 2007.

Testing
The Manuscripts Advisory Board has been asked to test the CERL Portal. At the time of writing the results have not yet been received in order to give the testers as much time as possible, and they will be presented at the AGM. 

Memorandum of Agreement
A Memorandum of Agreement for file owners has been drafted which states the terms and conditions of co-operation between institutions and CERL in regard to the CERL Portal. Terms cover ownership of data, rights and permissions concerning the data, and the duration of the Agreement. The document has been test reviewed by the National Library of Scotland as a file-owner. The final draft has yet to be approved by the Executive Committee.

Budget

The budget set at the 2005 AGM for the year 2005-2006 was € 45,000, including a figure of € 19,000 for staffing and € 1,000 for the rent and service of computer equipment. During the year, in connection with the discussion about a portal which would enable searching the locally stored data as well as remote databases, EPC had indicated that a hybrid portal (OAI/Z39.50/SRU) might be a possible future development. It had also become clear that Z39.50/SRU access would also be useful in accessing manuscripts databases. EPC indicated that it could produce a report outlining such a hybrid portal for November 2006, but in June 2006 it was agreed that CERL funds would be better spent on actually developing the portal. EPC proposed that the development of the hybrid portal would take c. 9 weeks (13,600 Swedish kr (substantially less than the €80/h quoted last year)), and that some of the development would be borne by EPC itself. It was, therefore, agreed to ask EPC to build a demonstrator portal for the November 2006 AGM, and at its June 2006 meeting the EC agreed that a) as much as possible of this additional expenditure should be met from the 2005-2006 budget; b) that it would be possible to vire some funding from underspends on other 2005-2006 budget subheadings; and c) that some of the costs, if necessary, could be deferred to the 2006-2007 budget.

The total costs for the development and maintenance of the portals over 2005-2006 was € 32,150. Since the available budget for this year was € 25,000, this meant that € 7,150, in line with the June 2006 EC decision, needed to be vired from other 2005-2006 budget subheadings. The 2005-2006 budget showed underspends in a number of categories, and these offered sufficient buffer to absorb these additional costs, without deferring any of these costs to the 2006-2007 budget.

Please see FM/2006/7 for the project’s budget allocations for 2006-2007.

Work plan 2007

In the second year of the two-year period (2005-2007), designated to further develop and enhance the CERL Portal, the focus will be on the following issues: 

· add more content;

· draft business plan containing a business model;

· draft promotional plan;

· further implement and enhance context sensitive help texts;

· further implement and enhance multilingual interface;

· further enhance search and results screens.

Possible model of the user’s first approach to the CERL Portal (CP)
Since access to some CERL search facilities is limited to CERL members, while other facilities are freely accessible, the March 2006 ATG/EC meetings requested a draft of a possible model for the presentation of these facilities through the CERL home page and how to differentiate between users with and without a user name and password. 

The illustration below shows how users within a CERL registered IP range gain immediate access to all databases, whereas CERL members outside this IP range have to identify themselves as CERL members to gain full access. If they cannot do so, they are offered a limited level of service. This could mean that some retrieved records are not fully displayed. This would apply for example to records from the HPB, which is not freely accessible. 
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Manuscripts Advisory Board

For the duration of the project, the CERL Manuscripts Project has been supported by the Manuscripts Working Group, first under the chairmanship of Dr Lotte Hellinga, then, after her retirement from CERL, chaired by Ivan Boserup. In consultation with the CERL Secretariat, Mr. Boserup dissolved the Working Group when the project was concluded in November 2005. Since the project has become an operational service, the former Working Group has been replaced by an Advisory Board for the CERL Portal. The members are:

Ivan Boserup (Chair), Det Kongelige Bibliotek, Copenhagen
Robert Giel, Staatsbibliothek Preussischer Kulturbesitz, Berlin
Lotte Hellinga, former Secretary of CERL 
Anne Korteweg, Koninklijke Bibliotheek, The Hague
Fabienne Queyroux, Bibliothèque de l’Institut de France, Paris

The Advisory Board has been asked to:

1. test the Portal at the end of this year;

2. deliver input on the business plan of which the first draft will become available in April 2007;

3. deliver input on the development of promotional materials;

4. be CERL’s eyes and ears, mainly in the field of manuscripts (that is, alerting CERL to new projects and developments);

5. bring CERL and the CERL Portal to the attention of colleagues and scholars in the field whenever the occasion arises

Development of an international Manuscripts Metadata Registry 

The development of an international Manuscripts Metadata Registry was an initiative undertaken by the Koninklijke Bibliotheek The Hague in which CERL was happy to participate. At this time however the KB is in the process of restructuring its entire metadata architecture, and it has therefore postponed further work on this initiative. Once the work is resumed, CERL will again be involved.

action: The AGM is asked to note progress over the last year, and to endorse the second year of the two-year development phase. 

Drs Liesbeth Oskamp, Project Manager

6 November 2006

Appendix

List of databases included in the CERL Portal.

Manuscript files, integrated index, locally stored

1. AU National Library of Australia

National Library of Australia Digital Object Repository

The Library’s manuscript collections cover all kinds of unpublished records including: letters, diaries, notebooks, speeches, lectures, drafts of books and articles, research or reference files, cutting books, photographs, drawings, minute books, agenda papers, logbooks, financial records, maps and plans. The Library is undertaking digitisation of several significant manuscript collections per year.

http://www.nla.gov.au/digicoll/oai/
2. CZ Manuscriptorium/manuscripts

The Manuscriptorium database is being developed within the Memoria Project of the Czech Republic. The project is developing a new research environment for the sphere of historical book resources. 

At this time the database contains over 90,000 bibliographic records and 1,800 digitised images of printed books, manuscripts and other materials. All of these are included in the CERL Portal as two separate collections: a manuscripts collection and a collection of printed books.

http://www.memoria.cz/site_en/index.asp
3. PG National Library of Portugal

Manuscripts collections of the Biblioteca Nacional de Portugal

Collections of manuscript materials of all kinds and provenances, of outstanding importance for research especially in Portuguese history, culture and bibliography, from the 12th to the 20th centuries. The Manuscript Department holds six collections, of which the more important are the Alcobaça, the Illuminated Manuscript and the Codices Collections.

http://bnd.bn.pt/
4. SE Ediffah, the Swedish common catalogue of personal archives

Ediffah is a general database of personal archives in Swedish research libraries. The encoding format is EAD. The following Swedish libraries take part in the project, which started in 2005: Göteborg UL, Kungliga Biblioteket (The Royal, i.e. National Library), LIBRIS, The National Archives, Lund UL, and Uppsala UL).

http://www.ediffah.org/search/
5. SE Uppsala UL, Waller collection

The Waller manuscript collection contains an estimated 40,000 items, of which 22,000 have now been catalogued and digitised and are available in the CERL Manuscripts Portal. The collection is held by the Library of the University of Uppsala and contains a great number of documents which reflect the ordinary scientific every day work of famous and unknown scientiscts and scholars in all academic fields. 

http://www.ub.uu.se/arv/waller/esamling.cfm
6. US Columbia University. Digital Scriptorium records

The Digital Scriptorium is an image database of medieval and renaissance manuscripts, intended to unite scattered resources from many institutions into an international tool for teaching and scholarly research. The CERL Manuscripts Portal gives access to part of the database, the 2,000 records containing images of medieval and renaissance manuscripts from Columbia University, New York. The full database may be accessed at http://sunsite3.berkeley.edu/Scriptorium/index.html
Manuscript files, search by remote access:
7. DK Royal Library of Denmark

Manuscripts acquired between 1987-2006 (4,000 records) and ongoing retrospective cataloguing of manuscripts acquired between 1660-1986 (currently 9,000 records).

Retrospective cataloguing is scheduled to be completed by the end of 2007 and will be followed by focused enhancements campaigns based on secondary sources and manuscript-in-hand inspection.
https://rex.kb.dk/F/HA8YC6833TVYECX3BK4HMCNMMRIP1RQXCP337CNYULVCQYK9BP-01381?func=file&file_name=find-b&local_base=kgl01&con_lng=ENG
8. UK National Library of Scotland

The online manuscripts catalogue of the National Library of Scotland covers records from 1525 to present day, and has around 10.000 records. At present it contains records relating to 13 individual collections, covering a range of dates from the 16th century

http://mss.nls.uk/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?DB=local&PAGE=First
Printed material files, locally stored:
9. CZ Manuscriptorium – prints

See item 2 above

Printed material files, search by remote access:

10. CERL HPB

Now 1.6 million, possibly 2.8 records at the end of the year
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