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Book Thefts from Libraries and
Archives have existed for Centuries

Even the best run and seemingly most
secure Reading Rooms and institutions
have been subjected to thefts and
vandalism of their materials.

Regrettably, all the security in the world is
not going to stop all the thieves all the time.

Guide to Security Considerations & Practices for Rare Book,

Manuscript, and Special Collection Libraries
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The Special Collections Reading Room
of the National Library of Norway

Who steals from our collections in-
house?

Thefts by externals
» Thefts by professional criminals
» Thefts by petty criminals

» Thefts by Readers — planned or on the spur
thefts

Thefts by our own colleagues

~+ Thefts by librarians, archivists and curators
» Thefts by other members of staff
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