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Report from advisory task group

November 2002 - November 2003

The ATG met two times in 2003: on 14th March in London and on 6th June in Paris, while the third meeting will take place on 12th November prior to the Annual General Meeting in St Petersburg. The ATG discussed file loads and matters arising, while the main focus was put on the further development of the CERL Thesaurus and Assisted Searching facility, and the matters concerning the MSS project.

File loads

The report on file loads can be found in the Executive Manager's report (FM/2003/ ).

CERL Thesaurus Files and Assisted Searching facility

The topic was discussed in the following areas:

(1) The thesaurus file for Imprint Place Names 

The first editing by the BSB of the Place Names file has finished, as well as the keyboarding from paper sources. The keyboarding of the Cathedral Libraries Catalogue has started. It was decided to start machine merging of several files, e.g., NUL  Zagreb, Edit 16, VD 16. Another file of particular interest to the CT is the Bayerische Landes Bibliothek Online's co-operatively built Ortsdatenbank in which the records include a hyperlink to images of digitised maps, and which is a rich source for variant name forms for Bavarian places. It was decided that a policy paper on editing/revising the file will be needed, as well as another policy paper on the design and implementation of hyperlinks from the CT to other sources.


A new version of the WinADH software has been launched. Users' comments on records will be invited.

(2) The thesaurus file for Personal Names of Authors, etc. 

The files that are considered for the first input into the CT are EDIT 16, ESTC and German Name Authority file (Personennamendatei: PND). It was decided to first deal with personal names and leave for the moment the issue of corporate body names for the next phase as they pose problems of the record format and retrieval. The adapted UNIMARC Authorities format for corporate bodies has been proposed by the DCG, and it is still under discussion.

Apart from the mentioned files, there are still other authority files available. The members are invited to send in their authority files.

(3) The thesaurus file for Imprint Names 

The CT record model has been discussed, as already mentioned, as well as the treatment of printers' names as individual or corporate body names. A is the ccase with authors' names, it was decided to start with personal names. Sources for the personal name file are BnF, NUL Zagreb, GBV, Edit 16, STCN, KB Stockholm and VD16 records. It was recognised that merging of the files would require a lot of intellectual work and the creation of a mechanism that would allow the viewing of the matches and consequent merging. It was decided to investigate into such a mechanism, and also into how many man-hours such manual editing would take.


As to the question of imprint names for corporate bodies, it was decided to leave this issue for future development.

Use of downloaded HPB records

The position paper on the use of downloaded HPB records was written by CERL's consultant Tony Curwen. A recommendation has been made to the AGM. It runs as follows:

Whenever a library downloads a record from the HPB and adds its own location details, possibly also adding to or correcting the record, the RLG Record ID of the source record must be input to the field 035 before the modified record is contributed to HPB. Records created in other formats should be treated similarly if there is a field equivalent to 035.

This rule does not apply when the record is used as the basis for cataloguing a new edition not previously found in HPB.
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