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Advisory Task Group Report

November 2004 - November 2005 

Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale, Roma

The ATG met twice in 2005: on 11 March in Zagreb and on 10 June in Copenhagen. A third meeting will take place on 10 November prior to the Annual General Meeting in the Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale in Rome. As indicated at AGM of 2004, the ATG began the year by drawing up a Workplan for 2005-2007, including the following elements: 

CERL Thesaurus

The meeting discussed in detail the progress of the loading additional data, use and new features developments. 

The CT display prototype was presented by A. Jahnke in June. The prototype’s search interface is based on the UTF-8 and is entirely UNICODE compatible. The new search interface will be made public as soon as the CT editing software has been rewritten to allow the use of UNICODE character sets. This feature is particularly important as it will allow the introduction of data in Cyrillic, Greek, Hebrew and Arabic.

A. Jahnke and W. Schwartz also presented the Notepad for the users feature for the CT. The Notepad is designed as a separate facility from the main database; this raises the possibility of using the same software to link to other databases, such as for example the HPB database. Another characteristic of the Notepad design is that its content and dialogue with the user is controlled via an Administrative interface, which will require drawing up of a management and editing policy. 

CERL Thesaurus maintenance and development priorities were discussed. These are: 

· Level 1: integration of authority data updates

· Level 2: 

· hyperlinks to bibliographic records (e.g., STCN) system and other systems (e.g., McKerrow, EDIT16 printers’ devices)

· integration of provenance records (e.g., Bibliotheque municipale, Lyon)

· Level 3:

· development of display and search functionality

· migration from allegro-win character encoding to UNICODE (UTF-8)

· development of WinADH for editing UNICODE records

· implementation of the Notepad

· introduction of more cataloguers for online editing and de-duplicating

Stable identifiers

An ever growing number of HPB records contains links to some kind of digital content. In order to ensure continued access to that content, stable identifiers have to be provided. With the aim of giving some general guidance or recommendations to CERL members that may wish to make digital content available in HPB, the ATG requested proposals for a report from three institutions recognized as experts in the field. The proposal form Staats- und Universitätsbibliothek, Göttingen (SUB Göttingen) was accepted and it was acknowledged that the report could be used in a wider context than the one it was commissioned for.  It was agreed to offer the report for publication as a joint CERL and ECPA (European Commission on Preservation) publication within ECPA publication series.

Provenance information and authority control

The ATG’s attention was drawn to discussions about the use of the MARC21 720 field in the bibliographic record for uncontrolled names, particularly in recording provenance information. The ATG did not accept that this would be an appropriate solution and felt that some recommendations to CERL members should be made, proposing that in such cases authority control fields for provenance information should be used. A report written by Gunilla Jonsson has been published on the CERL website, containing arguments for controlling this type of information, and suggesting authority record content in MARC 21 and UNIMARC formats in the form of examples (see http://www.cerl.org/Provenance/Provenance Information by G Jonsson.pdf). 

Other matters

The following matters were also discussed:

· FRBR Working Group: The ATG recognized that it is important for the future HPB development to get an overview of FRBR research and implementations. With that in mind, it proposed to form a working group that would write a document on the implications of the FRBR model to the HPB type of material and ways in which the HPB would benefit from implementing it. Consultation about the members of the working group is in progress.

· “Ask a Librarian” facility: the form and facility were discussed with RLG. A button on the Eureka interface for the HPB has been implemented by RLG.

· CERL website design: The ATG discussed whether it would be necessary to develop a portal for CERL, but it was agreed that a well-structured website should be developed instead, allowing, among other functions, a cross-searching facility.

· ISBD(A):  G. Jonsson, the Chair of the IFLA ISBD(A) Review Working Group, reported on the proceedings of the review process and pointed out the diverse attitudes concerning controlled ISBD data vs. exact transcription in the conventions for transcribing title-page information present at that stage of the review process.

· UNIMARC and PUC: the ATG liaises with the Permanent UNIMARC Committee on various issues related to sending in new proposals and taking part in the PUC’s new project on the use of UNIMARC for manuscript cataloguing.

· Access to Digitised Card Catalogues: in order to provide access to additional digital resources, the possibilities of organisation of information about digitized card catalogues, i.e., the design of a “metacatalogue” by use of collection-level descriptions was discussed. It was agreed that at the moment such a tool need not be developed as the present information on the CERL’s website provides enough information for researchers. It was also agreed that there is a possibility to ask a student to undertake further work on lists of available card catalogues leaving thus the options for some future development in this directions open.

Documentation

· T. Curwen has prepared new HPB Guidelines which have been posted on the website: The CERL Hand Press Book Database: Guidelines concerning its date range and scope (see http://www.cerl.org/HPB/FileProceduresText.htm, FilProc1).
· Building up the HPB database: the meeting discussed the elements of a paper that would be written with the aim of informing the members of the quality requirements and formulating a CERL file-loading policy – the results are reflected in paper FM/2005/13a. 

Manuscript Project

In addition to the elements featured on the ATG work plan, the ATG discussed technical matters concerning search and retrieval of the various manuscript databases in the two pilot projects prepared by Crossnet, UK and the Electronic Publishing Centre at Uppsala University Library (EPC Uppsala). Discussions were led by Ivan Boserup, Chairman of the Manuscripts Working Group, and Liesbeth Oskamp, Project Manager. A full report of the progress of the Project is on the agenda of this Annual General Meeting.

Mirna Willer

ATG Chair
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