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1.  Introduction
One of CERL’s strategic aims is to build up access to related resources important for the study of the early European book as part of the developing concept of a portal of early European printing.

In collaboration with the Bibliographical Society in the United Kingdom, CERL has embarked on the digitisation of Ronald B. McKerrow. Printers’ & Publishers’ Devices in England & Scotland 1485-1640. The Royal Library in Copenhagen digitised McKerrow, created links between images and text, and created the indexes that will enable the CT to link to this data. First results are available on http://www.kb.dk/elib/bhs/mckerrow_files/index.htm. The McKerrow project is an important initiative, the expansion of which CERL would like to include as a firm initiative in the CERL Development Plan. CERL is in the process of linking the McKerrow images to the CERL Thesaurus. When further printers’ devices become available (from sources other than McKerrow), these will also need to be made available through the CERL Thesaurus – thus expanding the McKerrow initiative.

Section 2 of the present paper provides proposals for expanding upon the work initiated with the McKerrow project, and offers draft policy guidelines on how CERL should define its role in the provision of digital resources.

Appendix I gives information about current Advisory Task Group initiatives in relation to digital card catalogues, and on stable identifiers for digital content.

2.  Resources for expanding the McKerrow initiative

To expand the McKerrow initiative, CERL wishes to add further publications of printers’ devices. 

2.1. List of reference works
To begin with, it will be necessary to create a list of reference works.
These publications may be: 
2.1.1. Printed works that, to our knowledge, have not yet been digitised, e.g.

- R. Juchhoff, Drucker- und Verlegerzeichen des XV. Jahrhunderts – various countries (1927)

- H.W. Davies, Devices of the early printers, 1457-1560 (1935)

2.1.2. Printed works that have already been digitised (by organisations other than CERL), e.g.

- Renouard’s 16th-century printers’ devices – this is available through the commercial website
  http://www.rarebooks.fr. 

2.1.3. Electronic resources

- Dept. Of Special and Area Studies Collections at the University of Florida – Rare Book Section
  http://web.uflib.ufl.edu/spec/rarebook/devices/device.htm
- Universitat de Barcelona – Marques d’impressor
http://eclipsi.bib.ub.es/imp/impeng.htm
- P. van Huisstede & J.P.J. Brandhorst, Dutch Printer's Devices 15th -- 17th century; A Catalogue with
  CD-ROM. Nieuwkoop: De Graaf Publishers, 1999 (3 vols). 

- Census of the Italian Editions of the 16th century
http://edit16.iccu.sbn.it/
In addition to www.rarebooks.fr (see 2.1.2. above), there may be further websites that offer access to relevant reference works that have already been digitised. An example is http://www.oakknoll.com/digitalbooks.php 

A list of reference works maintained by Oak Knoll for staff use, which is now available publicly. The ‘Digital Books’ page lists over 60 fully-digitised books about books, organised into the following categories: Bibliography, Bookbinding, Book Collecting, Book Design, Book Illustration, Bookplates, Book Selling, Fine Printing, Private Press & Artist's Books, Forgery, History of Printing, Libraries, Literary Criticism, Publishing, Typography, and Writing & Calligraphy

3. Integrating further resources – draft policy guidelines

The following draft policy has been formulated to guide the identification and integration of further resources:

a) if a relevant work is already in digital form we will aim to provide access to it;

b) if a relevant work has not yet been digitised, we will aim to digitise it in partnership with a member library, i.e. a project of mutual benefit.

c) the particular niche that should most appropriately be fulfilled by CERL is in the provision of ‘added value’ facilities and services to appropriate digitised works, along the lines of the development being followed within the McKerrow project, rather than in merely providing flat digital copies of works. 

Potentially, a ‘grey area’ will remain:

d) If we consider a work important and are satisfied, after reasonable enquiry, that no-one else is already digitising (or proposing to digitise) it, there may be a case for CERL to consider digitising the work.

The draft policy formulated above was discussed in March and June 2005 by the Executive Committee, which endorsed the policy in line with the guidelines set out above.

Action:

The AGM is asked to consider the draft policy set out in paragraph 3, and to comment upon it, with a view to its endorsement as CERL future policy.
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Appendix I – Additional CERL Developments in the field of Digital Resources

A. Digital Card Catalogues

The ATG continues to build up a list of available digitised card catalogues (see http://www.cerl.org/CERL/Digitised Card Catalogues.pdf for the results so far).

The ATG has recognised that many digitised card catalogues will contain modern material. The collection level description (e.g. scope, dates, coverage, types of material) accompanying each digitised card catalogue will be crucial in identifying material that is relevant to a CERL user. The ATG has included an investigation into how best to make the material in digitised card catalogues available to CERL members in its work plan for 2006-2008.

B. Links to Digital content

In order to ensure continued access to digital content, the institution that makes the content available has to provide stable identifiers for this content.

So far, CERL has found that the links to images in HPB records are not stable, and that more often than not the links either give an error message (image not available), or the links directs the user to a general page on an institution’s website, and not to a specific image.

It is clearly desirable that in all projects involving digital content that CERL undertakes or plans to undertake, the links to digital content are stable and/or point directly to the correct image. The ATG has commissioned a report on Persistent Identifiers from colleagues at the Staats- und Universitätsbibliothek Göttingen that it tends to publish.
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