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Introduction

This paper aims to report on progress on CERL’s initiatives in the field of digital resources since the 2005 AGM, following the policy guidelines agreed at that meeting, as a means of monitoring these projects and of discussing at the appropriate point the direction and content of future related activities. 

1. McKerrow

Ronald B. McKerrow. Printers’ & Publishers’ Devices in England & Scotland 1485-1640 (London: The Bibliographical Society, 1913) http://www.kb.dk/elib/bhs/mckerrow_files/. A team supervised by Mr Ivan Boserup at the Royal Library, Copenhagen, carried out the initial digitisation of the two volumes. The page images were then separated into individual images and links made for each printer in the CERL Thesaurus.

Shortly after the Annual General Meeting of November 2005, an amended version of the McKerrow records was added to the TestCT database. The records contained links to images, description and notes on the transfer of devices as well as links to related printers. DCG further linked the printing places/ places of activity to existing place name records in the CERL Thesaurus.

Publishing the McKerrow records (as well as other CERL Thesaurus records with links to the McKerrow devices) coincided with the rolling out of the new CERL Thesaurus search interface in July 2006.
2. EDIT16

The CERL Thesaurus links to the devices for 16th-century Italian printers that are available in ICCU’s EDIT 16: Censimento delle edizioni italiane del XVI secolo (http://www.edit16.iccu.sbn.it).
3. Renouard 

Philippe Renouard, Les marques typographiques parisiennes des 15e et 16e siècles (Paris, 1926) encompasses the names and dates, etc. of more than 500 printers and printer/booksellers, with a total of nearly 1,150 devices. 

Following advice from Mme Geneviève Guilleminot (Réserve des livres rares, Bibliothèque nationale de France), the Secretary has obtained the consent of the grandson of Philippe Renouard for CERL to digitise this book and link it to the Thesaurus in the same way as McKerrow.

Mr Ivan Boserup’s team at the KB Copenhagen, set to work to do the initial digitisation of the book, using the same general format as for McKerrow. The Renouard index was proof-read by Ms Eve Netchine (BnF), and her corrections and amendments were gratefully received. The next stage of the work required some funding support. The Executive Committee authorised expenditure of € 1,000 to prepare the index data and the creation of single electronic files for the images, which was undertaken by Ms S. Strecker at the KB Copenhagen. 

The records are currently available in the test version of the CERL Thesaurus at http://db1-www.sub.uni-goettingen.de/Cerl - record identifiers beginning with "ren" - and will be added to the CERL Thesaurus shortly.

The Réserve at the Biblithèque nationale de France has a marked-up copy of Renouard, which they have offered to make available to augment the information digitised from the book. It has still to be investigated how extensive this material is and how it could best be incorporated. It should be noted that CERL’s aim is to create digitised versions of books that are known scholarly resources. In the case of both McKerrow and Renouard, there are undoubtedly new devices to be added or dates to be modified, but this is not the principal aim of the activity, at least at present. Scholarly input is welcomed, and the annotations facility offers users the opportunity to submit additions and amendments, but the main thrust of CERL’s efforts will be focused on adding additional established resources to create an ever increasing corpus of digital images of printers’ devices.

4. Future Developments
Mr Ivan Boserup has reported that the KB Copenhagen would be willing to undertake the digitisation of further reference works. However, KB Copenhagen would not be able to promise to complete more than one work per annum unless, of course, CERL was to decide to assign funds to employ KB staff to create single electronic files for the images. Under this latter arrangement, the KB Copenhagen would be willing to donate scanning time and management time for monitoring staff. 

Together with CERL’s Advisory Task Group, Mr Ivan Boserup and the Data Conversion Group are in the process of establishing a format for the linking lists that is stable, and essentially contains relevant information in a way that is the same for all resources to which the CERL Thesaurus is to link. Alternatively, colleagues from KB Copenhagen may be offered the opportunity to enter the data directly into the CERL Thesaurus using WinADH. This option is currently being investigated.

At the Annual General Meeting in 2005 it was suggested that the dimensions of the devices should be added. This is currently under consideration.

A systematic CERL programme to digitise and link further reference works in the field, and to make links to existing digital repertories, is being developed. Publications under consideration include:

· H. L. Baudrier, Bibliographie lyonnaise: recherches sur les imprimeurs, libraires, relieurs et fondeurs de lettres de Lyon au XVIe siècle (1895–1952)

· K. Haebler, Spanische und Portugiesische Bücherzeichen des XV. und XVI Jahrhunderts (1898)

· G. van Havre, Marques typographiques des imprimeurs et librarires qui ont exercé dans les Pays Bas (1894)

· R. Juchhoff, Drucker- und Verlegerzeichen des XV. Jahrhunderts – various countries (1927)

· M.-Louis Polain, Marques des imprimeurs et librairies en France au XVe siècle (1926)

CERL would like to establish links between the CERL Thesaurus and MAR.T.E (Marche Tipografiche Editoriali, developed by the Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale, Rome, (http://193.206.215.4/marte/)) in order to link Thesaurus entries to the images of devices created by this project.

Contact has also been made with Alan Marshall at the Musée de l’Imprimerie, Lyon, where there is a large collection of high-resolution images of devices and other typographical material for printers and booksellers who worked in Lyon.

5. Provenance information

The CERL Thesaurus now allows for linking to provenance information held in member libraries. DCG have implemented this facility for the GVK catalogue.

The Data Conversion Group is currently discussing linking to the Base Provenance des livres anciens of the Bibliothèque municipale in Lyon (http://sgedh.si.bm-lyon.fr/dipweb2/apos/possesseurs.htm) with Mr. Jean-Baptiste Vicaire – who anticipates sending a download in Comma Separated Value (CSV) format in November 2006.

The Biblioteca Histórica "Marqués de Valdecilla has indicated that the CT may have permission to link to provenance information in their OPAC (see http://cisne.sim.ucm.es/search*spi~S1 and http://www.ucm.es/BUCM/foa/english_version/historical.htm)

6. Digitised Card Catalogues

CERL has also been considering web-based catalogues, which have been created by digitising traditional card catalogues as an alternative to full retroconversion. A page of links has been provided on the CERL website for projects with significant rare books content (www.cerl.org/CERL/Digitised Card Catalogues.pdf). It is hoped to interest a student in a project to extend the scope of this listing. 

7. EU Consultation on Digital Libraries

A response to the EU Consultation on Digital Libraries was sent on behalf of the Consortium in January 2006, concentrating, in particular, on the section relating to ‘Digitisation and Online Accessibility’. The EU Commissioner, Ms Vivienne Reding, had indicated that she was anxious to have a good response from European libraries and organisations to the consultation. 

Action: Members are asked to note progress since the 2005 AGM, and to give a steer on whether some funding should be made available to promote additional work at the KB Copenhagen (para.4).
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