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New Sources for Book History:
Combined Methodological Approaches for Manuscripts and Printed Books
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‘Incunaboli a Catania’: a new method
to describe incunabula
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Corrado D1 Mauro, Marianna Formica,
Simona Inserra, Irene Marullo,

Marco Palma, Rosaria Saraniti
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copies from
Civic Library
(Benedictine
Library and Other
Orders’ Libraries)

The 126 copies of incunabula of the Catania City Library
(Sicily, Italy) are being described as individual books, with
their own peculiarities: notes, marginalia, ornamental
letters and decorations, traces of use, provenance,
bindings, restorations, status and conservation.

2 copies purchased by the
Library in 1938 and 1941

35
owner’s notes of

Other Orders’
Libraries

owner’s notes of
Monasterii Sancti
Nicolai de Arenis

Former owners, style of decorations, bindings, manuscript . .
notes are considered as fundamental elements to trace the 5 copies from Mario
\ ) . . Rapisardi Collection
exemplar's provenance; we try to register each kind of copy
specific data in order to implement MEI database and convert
physical data evidence into historical data.

18
owner’s notes of
private owners,
23 without any
former owner
information

We handle and connect copy specific data with 10 copies from
documentary sources (correspondences, acquisition Baron Ursino
. . Recupero Collection
registers, old library catalogues) to understand how the
collection was created over time.

The first
application of
this method
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MEI: hosts the copy specific
data from ‘Incunaboli a
Catania’ printed catalogue and
interacts with ISTC

‘Incunaboli a Catania’
printed catalogue with
copy specific data

Incunabtla Short T1t1e
Catalogue

the international database bf 15th—!::=_nt|.lr'y European pri

- 0. Viola, Le Biblioteche Riunite ‘Civica e A. Ursino Recupero’, Catania, Flli Viaggio-Campo, 1957.

- Dalla ‘notitia librorum’ degli inventari agli esemplari. Saggi di indagine su libri e biblioteche dai codici Vaticani latini
11266-11326, a cura di Rosa Marisa Borraccini, Macerata, EUM, 2009.

- L. Catalano, R. C. Giordano, M. Palma et al., Incunaboli a Siracusa, Roma, Viella, 2015.

- S. Inserra, ‘Monumenta veterum librorum’. Dalla biblioteca monastica alle Biblioteche Riunite Civica e A. Ursino Recupero
in Breve storia del Monastero dei Benedettini di Catania, a cura di F. Mannino, Catania, Maimone, 2015, p. 45-51.

F == = = = = = == == -
- I
1
Mazza, Jacopo: I I — \ R ——
Scala di virtu e via di paradiso. Prelim: Johannes de Riga, Disticha ad 1 an l ~ 4 |
lectorem s y. J ! \ (k ! g
D imo0416800 1 1 Ly ) PRSI . Y
Author | (cc. alr-t7v = 5r-155v) ! L ot § a
Title e via di paradiso. Prelim: Johannes de Riga, Disticha ad - ) ‘~ d
| o, | . y
Imprint : Guilelmus Schonberger, 23 Oct. 1499 L‘
Format 4 | 1 Ey ,lte ofidata recorded (a ce ty]e e
References HR 10980; 1GI 6318; Bianca(Messina) 22; GW M22474 1 1 valuable clue %or provenanw }heref it can hJ
show full bibliogr. references E : i e
1 1 mtraement of books abrbss E thrm.lgl; y | i
Related resources Electronic facsimile : Biblioteca universitaria Alessandrina, Roma e o I .
(BEIC) | | ~ - _’." /
i i >
Holdings | |
Italy and Vatican City Agrigento Lucch | |
Catania C 361
Messina U ! ! Bibliographical references:
Milano Triv (c. 186 = 156r) Impress na per Guilielmum Schonberg de
R U I Franckfordia Alaman: ini MCCCCXCIX, die ver robrii XXIII. I
. o oma - F. Tornabene, Catalogo ragionato delle edizioni del secolo 15. e de’ manoscritti che si conservano nella biblioteca de’
Number of Holding Institutions 5 1 ]34 > 15 [10: M | o L . . .
Last Edit ‘20167077]3 12:60100.00 o (C) 1499 (R); got. e [fir=1r i benedettini casinesi in Catania, Catania, Sciuto, 1846.
1 1 - C. Ardizzoni, Sul riordi della Biblioteca c le ai B lettini, Catania, Galatola, 1903.
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1

Incunaboli a Catania is a project coordinated by Simona Inserra (Universita di Catania, DISUM Dipartimento di Scienze Umanistiche) and Marco Palma (gia Universita di Cassino).
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E-mail: incunabolict@gmail.com and simona.inserra@gmail.com

Crowdfunding project website Produzioni dal basso: http://sostieni.link/14666

Video by ZammuTV/ Universita di Catania: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P-6VCNzLvec
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