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The EDIT16 database, realized as part of the national Census of Italian 16th 
Century Editions project, aims at documenting the Italian editions printed 
during the 16th century and also to survey the related holdings at national 
level. It contains editions printed between 1501 and 1600 in Italy in any 
language, as well as those written in Italian language and printed abroad.
Participating institutions currently include 1,571 Italian libraries, the State 
Library of the Republic of San Marino and several libraries belonging to the 
Vatican City, including the Vatican Apostolic Library.
On January 2015 the database contains:
� 67,711 bibliographic records,  27,973 of which with front-page images, 

colophons and other pages of interest
� 5,689 records related to publishers, printers, booksellers, etc., of which 

2,600 refer to preferred form  of names related to printers and 3,089 to 
their related variants. Publishers are supplied with biographical notes, 
bibliographical references, information on date and place of activity, 
addresses and/or emblems, and the devices used. They also contain 
bibliographical references and the forms of names documented both in 
reference sources and in the editions recorded in the database

� 2,520 publisher/printer devices. Records related to marks are supplied 
with a description of the main figurative symbolic elements in addition to 
indications on the relevant publishers, dates of use (both generic and  
concerning  single publishers) and to any existing printed mottos. All 
marks are also supplied with images

� 3,946 links to digital copies
� 56,915 images, 49,567 of which are related to titles, 2,725 to marks and 

4,623 to dedications. 



http://edit16.iccu.sbn.it/web_iccu/ehome.htm









EDIT16  also contains:

3,946 links to digital copies

56,915 images:

49,567 of which are related to titles

2,725 related to marks 

4,623 related to dedications. 



A

THE DEVICES
STANDARD CITATIONS

F. Ascarelli, La tipografia cinquecentina italiana. Firenze, Sansoni 
Antiquariato, 1953.

T F. Ascarelli - M. Menato, La tipografia del '500 in Italia. Firenze, 
L.S. Olschki, 1989.

Q F. Ascarelli - E. Vaccaro, Marche poco note di tipografi editori 
italiani del sec. XVI dalla raccolta della biblioteca universitaria 
Alessandrina in "Miscellanea di studi in memoria di Anna Saitta
Revignas". Firenze, L.S. Olschki, 1978, p. 29-52.

K P. Kristeller, Die italienischen Buchdrucker- und Verlegerzeichen 
bis 1525. Strassburg, J.H. Ed. Heitz, 1893 (ripr. facs.: Naarden, 
A.W.Van Bekhoven, 1969).

V E. Vaccaro, Le marche dei tipografi ed editori del secolo XVI nella 
Biblioteca Angelica. Firenze, L.S. Olschki, 1983.

Z

O
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G. Zappella, Le marche dei tipografi e degli editori italiani del 
Cinquecento. Milano, Editrice Bibliografica, 1986.
Mar.T.E.
devices (not reported in the list of bibliographic sources ) that are 
collected and described by the Census EDIT16 staff



THE SEARCH

DESCRIPTION
one or more words relative to the figurative elements present 
in the publisher's device. 
E.g. 1. ancora delfino

STANDARD CITATION
E.g. Z454 (Z=Zappella (bibliographical source); 454=number 
of the device in Zappella). 

MOTTO
one or more words present in the MOTTO

NAME OF PUBLISHER
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SBN
The National Library Service (Servizio Bibliotecario Nazionale - SBN) is the
network of Italian libraries promoted by the Ministry of Cultural Heritage and
Activities and Tourism, with the cooperation of regional administrations and

universities.
The libraries taking part in SBN are grouped together into local HUBS (POLI)
including a variable number of libraries which manage all their services
through automated procedures. The hubs are linked to the SBN Index
(INDICE SBN) system, core of the network; this system, managed by ICCU,
manages the collective catalogue of the publications acquired by the SBN

libraries.



SBN

The database is increased online by libraries carrying

out shared online and remote cataloguing through the

dumping of the inserted data in accordance with the

SBN-MARC protocol, thus augmenting the services at

the users’ disposal.

The index is currently being opened to non-SBN library

systems requesting certification, and is being set up for

a differentiated management of the participation in the

National Library Service, according to different

cooperation levels: data capture only, location of the

library own holdings, addition of new cataloguing

descriptions, online correction of information through the

direct interface with the Index.



SBN
In the union catalogue of the SBN, the database for early printed material contains 

records for editions from the early days of printing up to 1830. 
In January 2015, it contained 870.662 titles.

In the DB is possible to create records of the printers’ or publishers’ devices with 
linked image and link it to the bibliographical record





In the search options, the parameter Mark makes it possible to select 
publications by a given publisher over a certain period, through description of 
the image, motto - if present – and identification code for the mark. 





http://193.206.215.10/marte/

OPAC BNC- ROME

http://www.bncrm.librari.beni

culturali.it/index.php?it/219/p

rogetti-e-collaborazioni

MAR.T.E. - MARche Tipografiche Editoriali (printers‘, publishers‘ Devices) 
Contains printers‘, booksellers’ and publishers' Devices of the 17th century 

Italian editions

The standard citation in SBN is “O”, followed by the number of the card.



Mar.T.E.
This Database is increased by the Library and, thanks to the function Cataloguing, it is 

opened to external contributors. 
The BNCR checks the proposals before inserting them in the DB.



Furthermore, with the function Modify, it's also possible to suggest some corrections 
and integrations to Cards that are already in the database as well as new 
bibliographical information concerning Devices, printers, publishers or booksellers.



Legenda



To take part in Cataloguing in MAR.T.E. you have to be registered 



The card of each Device includes the
picture, the description, the keywords as
well as the name of the printer, the
publisher and the bookseller the device is
related to. We also find the place and the
final date of utilization derived from the
examined editions and then the
dimensions of the mold, the
bibliographical reference.
The ICONCLASS code, which is included
in the database, allows to consult the
Database without linguistic barriers.
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Maintenance of the data base:  Enrico Bertollini (BNCR)

Contacts:

Marina Venier
Riccardo Mazza

Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale
Ufficio catalogazione libro antico
Viale Castro Pretorio, 105
00185 Roma
Telefono: 0039(0)6 4989 523
Fax: 0039(0)6 4989 365
E-Mail: bnc-rm.catantico@beniculturali.it

Mar.T.E.
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