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Brief introduction 

Foekje Boersma 

Head of Collection Care since August 2018 

 

Previously at: 

Getty Conservation Institute                       
(Managing Collection Environment initiative) 

National Archives of the Netherlands 

…. 

 



Why a new repository (and main building) for the KB? 

• Current location is not ‘future-proof’ 
- Limited space for collection growth 
- Renovation is too costly 
- Long term exploitation is not sustainable 
- Storage on top location 

 

• Change in collection use 
- Reduction in request for physical collection (except 

for Special Collections) 
- Ongoing digitization increases online access 

 



Requests for access 
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University Library of 
Cologne 
Ralf Depping / USB Köln 
6th Kuopio Conference 
Basel / March 15th 2018 



Climate control 

Tim Padfield 

New storage facility 
THE chance to: 

• introduce more 
sustainable climate 
control strategies  

• tackle energy 
consumption 



Climate control 

Based on David Artigas, 
2007, University of 
Pennsylvania Thesis 



Care of our art collections 
should therefore be expressed 
in a way that does not 
assume air-conditioning or 
any other current solutions. 

Nicholas Serota, director of Tate 
2008 May - Museum Environmental Conditions in an Era of 
Energy Constraint – Paper to the Bizot Group Meeting 

Mark Jones, Director of the V&A  
2008 Nov - Museums and Climate Change 

those commissioning new 
and refurbished spaces to 
specify the use of low tech 
and low energy methods to 
create reasonably stable 
environmental conditions. 



Change in guidelines 

 
…recommends the following parameters for 
the storage of mixed library and archive 
collections: 
• 13°C to 20°C 
• 35% RH to 60% RH 
The ranges recommended accommodate the 
most sensitive traditional library and archive 
materials such as beeswax seals and 
parchment (but not photographic and audio 
visual materials).  
 
For boxed paper records that are rarely 
handled (for example in remote stores) the 
ranges are wider: 
• 5°C to 25°C 
• 25% RH to 60% RH 
 
PD 5454:2012 
Guide for the storage and exhibition of archival 
materials  



Change in guidelines 





Cooler conditions 
 

2019 ASHRAE Handbook Chapter 24 

Arrhenius equation: double the life for each five-degree drop  



What if you can combine it all? 

• Affordable storage for the future 

• Robotized storage 

• Seasonal changes in T 

• Cooler temperatures 

 

 

 

• No active climate control - passive building solution? 

 





Climate curves 2017-2018 (copyright: Mike Märki, CSLS) 

Speicherbibliothek, Büron 
Super high density robotized storage 

And there are already some examples: 



KB Mission statement “Care for the written word” 

Sustainable and safe storage of our physical collections  

• Optimal preservation conditions 

• As little dependency on technical climate control 
installations as possible: 
o RV has to be stable and within safe boundaries 

o T is allowed to follow seasonal changes 

 

more sustainable collection management 

KB follows the international movement in the cultural heritage sector to 




