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What is a set-off?

It is a phenomenon observed
in early printed books, caused
by a freshly-printed sheet
being pressed against
another sheet.

The result is a shadowy, back-
to-front image on the other
sheet.

Cora, Ambrosius de, Vita S. Augustini, Roma, Georgius Herolt,
1481, Mainz, Gutenberg-Museum, leaf |7r. The set-off
overlaps the text of the regular impression.



Rome, Georg Herolt,1481/1482:

- Ambrosius de Cora, Vita precellentissimi ecclesie
doctoris diui Aurelii Augustini Iponensis [ISTC
ic00881000]

- Ambrosius de Cora, Defensorium ordinis
Heremitarum S. Augustini [ISTC ic00877000]



Ink. 1176, Gutenberg Museum, Mainz, the Vita and the Defensorium
are bound together in an original Fifteenth-century German binding



o - s /0%
« e
- _,\,,.‘
-,

@i 1 i‘m‘fxi _‘aéommmﬁmi‘w ﬁ‘smiiﬁms'{@ﬁ“ Ra
nhgg{*‘ldm it 'ﬂb&brrﬁ‘mﬂﬂhﬁ:_ t ?r’o:ﬁnxibmb% 3 PrOblemS'
é’f . &ﬁn' d,(dcu ifl@’o@h&;?‘?ngm Pricdiog, B
: L ibFoGie de iberoldifg
bﬁgxéfﬁﬂs

i\%&hgﬁ ‘nh& pd‘arﬁduﬁ‘%&aﬁm di(ens, : qlll d.’
reili;uddt’;c {‘;p}cntf:'anitmtqm & ducem: &-ébeﬁraf)cm‘l e m@s

quii. ni’\tusr moejpceamaht;l&*obhnﬂ&u& qmdﬂmuas. O fumy Blig
lux: ez meltis fapid ‘nohtn{fh eﬂhs'fhﬁ\imndbm W
ﬁs. § E s ti- ﬁdoé”drd &é&’us‘qd obtuej’ébncupl(sm,s%
do fP"»“@F‘ 1&ém€l’rﬁ & tan Cedﬂﬂ'fbﬂl‘lfes &mﬂ. %ﬁ
cinh Wﬁhﬁramﬂs ?gtut‘ék’hﬁ% kil cﬂb‘q&ud*dmm%%

Honal TS Proinde fphmd T lemieritie & - S . .
féfmn fhﬁntm;gzmégfcaIenaahqming@:epwa; it is unusual to find a high

ol i Parifeieta NAd bfeﬁéaiﬁ P number of set-offs concentrated
5 !"lﬂi’hcnrd faciffinis peep aaaxea&m»_ﬁpu@m;m

gém:‘qdldtantb nidét:‘panénuus iso fag}sanas tangia ¢ I:e{dmm INn one CO DV Of d pa rt ICU |a r ed |t|0 N
&4m remm  pucidugeft déus dcufo‘ﬁen?dﬁz finionles: 8galia i pperd gel
fion videré:fiad’ rt%OS u'ni’é-ﬁdoé aridéaet gav@rufaulus: g Jﬁaa idd

anentiuls o fet’iﬂsxd&éc gﬁi?&ﬁnﬁiﬁi’é}ﬁsfqﬁi zfmu‘ul

- set-offs are relatively rare

.oxsﬁ"i*'" dfs patientia Beeniiti queldmoda iécls &Gl
ﬁ"%g&wem?gwgw&%ﬁggf ;: b - set-offs are, in general, very weak
 Bllmguibam: beloghitaiars {Qiaﬁf o ot and difficult to make out or
s e m Fet’decet{ua télficadi erire ¢xi
: ’ﬁfﬁ?aﬁ%ﬁiﬁ::ﬁnﬁe&gﬂmm;’: niendilon ldentlfv

s, cx;ElﬁOremmﬁntfthE@} i i
v Qgﬂz‘m celisimaieftade njhilzam:

aitiszdat planeispolite vy caprinfalibile
4‘&; “ptinienda fe ﬁmws&'ﬁ i ] o

Cora, Ambrosius de, Vita S. Augustini, Roma, Georgius Herolt,
1481, Mainz, Gutenberg-Museum, leaf |8v. Set-off of leaf 12r,
completely overlapping the text of the regular impression.



Cora, Ambrosius de,
Defensorium ordinis
Heremitarum S. Augustini,
Roma, Georgius Herolt,
1481-82, Mainz,
Gutenberg-Museum, leaf
q8r, i.e. the blank recto of
the last leaf of the last
quire, shows a set-off from
leaf qlv.
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Are there other traces of set-offs in the editions printed by Georg
Herolt or attributed to him?

To answer this question, for my Ph.D. | intend to investigate:
- the other forty editions assigned to Georg Herolt in the GW and ISTC;

- the figure of Georg Herolt, his production and his role in the early
printing of the 15th century in Rome;

- the ambiguity associated with his identity.



