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2014-2019

15cBOOKTRADE Project:
An evidence-based assessment and visualisation of 
the distribution, sale, and reception of books in the 

Renaissance

http://15cbooktrade.ox.ac.uk

http://15cbooktrade.ox.ac.uk/


THE MOBILITY OF BOOKS

1. Distribution

2. The survival of printed heritage 
in our libraries
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2018/19 MUSEO CORRER
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BEFORE

9



AFTER
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Europe before printing
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Demand factor
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BEFORE

14



AFTER
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BEFORE
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Subjects – Cost of books and the cost of living- International trade – Literacy –
The Church – Bible in Translation – Women – Use and Misuse – Leonardo’s 

books



BEFORE
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AFTER
HOW DO WE KNOW WHAT WE KNOW?
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BEFORE

21



AFTER
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Hand-Printing: Tipoteca
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EFFECTIVE USE OF: 

• DIGITAL RESOURCES
• TECHNOLOGY
• GRAPHIC DESIGN
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16 VIDEOS



147 digital editions from 35 libraries
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THE LATEST DATA PRESENTED 
CLEARLY



Printing takes over



Printing for contemporary life



Most printed subjects?





Venice: over 200 Printing shops



COMPLEX DATA EXPLAINED 
SIMPLY, CLEARLY, EFFECTIVELY



COST OF BOOKS AND THE 
COST OF LIVING







96 incunabula from Marciana and Correr
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2022/23 BUENOS AIRES
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40 x 10 = 400 m2
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ADDITIONS:
2 NEW VIDEOS

NEW SECTION: INCUNABULA IN SOUTH 
AMERICA
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Subiaco, Incunabula of Santa Scolastica 
Polonsky Foundation – Rome BNC – CERL

(2018-20)



VIDEO: From manuscript tp print
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Dante 1481 copy-census 
(2021)



VIDEO: Dante’s readers
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Antoninus Florentinus, De censuris ecclesiasticis, sive de 
excommunicationibus. 

Venice: Johannes de Colonia and Johannes Manthen, 23 Sept. 1474. 
ISTC ia00776000. Buenos Aires, BN 000113573
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Bologna, Benedictines, S. Procolus

Florence, Benedictines, Vallombrosa



Rocio Barragan
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No costs
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Contents

Local exhibits > no borrowing

Catalogue



Recurrent costs
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Set up:

Architect & Designers

Rental of monitors

Print out of panels



• Pixcture of the team in the manuscript room

VENICE 2018
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BUENOS AIRES 2022



MEDIA
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SHOULD WE CONTINUE?
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The account book of the Venetian bookseller 
Francesco de Madiis (1484-88): the (extraordinary) 

evidence of fifteenth-century book ownership 

Cristina Dondi & Neil Harris
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Printing Revolution and American Collections: 
the migration of cultural heritage at times of 

political change (PrintRevUS)
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Incunabula from 372 European 
monasteries today at Harvard
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