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WHAT IS EEBO-TCP? 

• ProQuest’s Early English Books Online provides access to 
127,000+ early printed books 

• 127,606 digitized microfilm image sets 

• 128,070 STC bibliographic records 

• The Text Creation Partnership converts these images into fully 
searchable electronic texts, encoded in XML 

• Phase I provided 25,369 full texts, available to partner 
institutions 

• Phase II aims to complete the corpus: c.44,000 texts 

http://eebo.chadwyck.com/


WHAT IS EEBO-TCP? 

• Online database available to subscribing institutions 
through EEBO  

• Provider of all full-text versions of EEBO 

• Providing searchable, readable, marked-up, digital, full texts 

• Partnership: over 150 libraries and universities worldwide 

• Supported in the UK by Jisc Collections 

https://www.jisc-collections.ac.uk/
https://www.jisc-collections.ac.uk/
https://www.jisc-collections.ac.uk/


http://eebo.chadwyck.com/home


http://eebo.chadwyck.com/search?SCREEN=search_advanced.htx




















http://www.textcreationpartnership.org/tcp-eebo/


AIMS OF TCP ENCODING 

• Aim: To create a fully-transcribed and searchable XML-encoded 
edition of all works published in England or in English between 
1473-1700 available in EEBO 

• To accurately transcribe what is printed 

• To organize the text into divisions, using XML encoding based on 
TEI (Text Encoding Initiative) guidelines 

• To tag structural features of the text, such as lists, tables, 
quotations, etc. 

• To facilitate searching within and across texts and navigation 
within each text 

http://www.tei-c.org/index.xml


EEBO-TCP CONSTRAINTS 

• Funding: JISC + Consortium of US institutions + ProQuest 

• Timescale: Funding dependent 

• Nature of materials: Variable quality, complex 

• Audience: Scholarly, subscription (so far) 

• Expertise: editorial, not (strictly speaking) academic  

 



PRODUCTION PROCESS 

• Guidelines for transcription and mark-up provided to 
keying companies 

• Texts created from (print-outs of) digital images 

• Keyers are not early modern experts 

• Quality control by digital editors 

• A sample is proofed 

• Mark-up is reviewed and enriched 

• Texts which do not reach the quality threshold are returned for 
rekeying 



EEBO KEYING 

 
© 2012 Apex CoVantage, LLC + All Rights Reserved  

Hyderabad Team 



TCP EDITORIAL PROCESS 

 

• 20+ different editors over a 
period of 15 years 

• 5% of text randomly sampled 
and proofread for accuracy 

• Up to 100 illegibles corrected 

• Divisional and structural 
tagging checked, edited and 
added 

• Additional information 
added, e.g. Div types 

 









SOME FEATURES WE TAG… 

• Opening material: salutes, arguments 

• Closing material: signatures, dates, datelines, postscripts 

• Letters 

• Speakers & stage directions 

• Quotations, bibliographic references, epigraphs 

• Notes, milestones 

• Lists, tables 



…AND SOME WE DON’T! 

• Non-Roman alphabet: Greek, Hebrew 

• Complex mathematical material 

• Music 

• Illegible characters 

• Handwritten material 

• Damaged or missing material 







Et f[rate]r meus celerari[us] fatebatur hoc esse licitu[m] in t[em]p[or]e magne 
necessitatis / alias no[n]: & al|legauit q[uod] Juriste dicu[n]t / q[uod] no[n] est 
licitu[m] in lege neces|sitas facit licitu[m]. Sed ipse dicebat [con]tra atq[ue] 
tenebat q[uod] i[n] o[mn]i t[em]p[or]e  p[er] illud dictu[m] s. Jacobi 
'Co[n]fitemini &c.' p[re]te|rea voluit habere ho[m]i[n]es peregre 
proficiesce[n]tes in de|risum: ob qua[m] causam no[n] venit nu[n]c ad 
memoriam. 

 
Et fr~ meus celerari&abus; fatebatur hoc esse licitu~ in t&abper;e magne 
necessitatis / alias no~: & al|legauit &abquod; Iuriste dicu~t / &abquod; no~ 
est licitu~ in lege neces|sitas facit licitu~. Sed ipse dicebat &abcon;tra 
at&abque; tenebat &abquod; i~ oi~ t&abper;e  &abper; illud dictu~ s. Iacobi 
Co~fitemini &c. p~te|rea voluit habere hoi~es peregre proficisce~tes in 
de|risum: ob qua~ causam no~ venit nu~c ad memoriam. 







THE CHALLENGE FOR OCR… 

 



FOR MORE INFORMATION 

• EEBO: eebo.chadwyck.com  
 

• EEBO-TCP:  

• www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/eebotcp  

• www.textcreationpartnership.org  

• @OxfordEEBOTCP  
 
 

Restrictions will be lifted on 25,000 Phase I texts from 1 
January 2015 

 

http://eebo.chadwyck.com/
http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/eebotcp
http://www.textcreationpartnership.org/
https://twitter.com/OxfordEEBOTCP
https://twitter.com/OxfordEEBOTCP

